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The Flanders Callaway house is a two story walnut hewn-log 

frontier house, typical of early Federal style log constructions 
found in Kentucky and Tennessee.

The house faces south toward the Missouri River, is symmetrical 

in plan, and five bays wide. The walls are sheathed with walnut 

clapboarding painted white. Present roofing material is standing 
seam metal.

Basic proportions of the house are long and low in comparison

with later versions of the Federal style which became progressively

more vertical.

This house is notable for its early date of construction, ca. 1812, 

the end result surpassing what might be expected considering that 

all materials were undoubtedly assembled from the immediate locale 

and worked to final form and finish at the site. The design is 

regularly composed in a symmetrical floor plan having four rooms 

in the original main block of the house, one room upstairs and 

one downstairs on either side of the central hall and "U" plan 
stairway.

The regularity of the interior plan is reflected on the exterior 

in the symmetrical five bay facade. The central front doorway 

on the facade (south wall) is framed by a row of lights conform 

ing to the typical vocabulary of the Federal style.

End chimneys at east and west ends of ridge roof over main block 

of house, located symmetrically in relation to the facade, are 
contained within the fabric of the house.

Windows are double hung sash throughout, with nine over six light 

sash on the first floor of the facade (south wall), and six over 

six light sash used elsewhere on the building, including the 
second floor of the facade.

Alterations to the original structure include:

1) A one story frame ell addition to the rear (north) with its 
west wall flush with the west wall of the main block.

2) A replacement of the original front (south) door has a large 

glass pane, dating from the mid-to-late nineteenth century. This 

door is ornamented with mouldings surrounding the glass, and applied 
foliate wood.

3;) A one bay, one story wooden portico added as a porch, in front 

of the main door (at center of south wall). Turned wood posts 

with jig-saw brackets support the pediment and roof. Portico
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The Flanders Callaway house, built ca. 1812 by Flanders Callaway, 

son-in-law of Daniel Boone, is primarily significant as one of the 

first American settlements made in what is now Vfarren County. 

(An Illustrated Historical Atlas of Warren County 1877, p. 9.) 

House stands today as a witness to the early expansion and settle 

ment which occurred in the trans-Mississippian West. Used as a 

residence, trading post and fort, the house offers an insight into 

the conditions prevalent on the Missouri River frontier during the 

first and second decades of the 19th century.

It is architecturally significant as a rare example of early Federal 

style house of log construction, designed with a degree of elegance 

in frontier surroundings. The elegance of the house in design and 

construction reflects the refined tastes of its builders and their 

ability through fine craftsmanship to construct a rather formal 

and refined dwelling utilizing material and means at hand.

Flanders Callaway and his wife Jemima (second eldest daughter of 

Daniel Boone) journeyed to Missouri with Daniel Boone in 1799 and 

settled in the Femme Osage River Valley. (Lewis Houck, A History 

of Missouri, 1908, Vol. I, p. 93.) Callaway received grants 10b 

and 299 from the Spanish Lieutenant-Governor (680.5>6 acres) "crossed 

by a stream which joined the Big Femme Osage near the eastern 

border of his survey" named the Callaway Fork. (Oliver Hays, Some 

Boone Descendants and Kindred of the St. Charles District, 196U, 

p. US.)

Sometime before 1812, Callaway and his family moved to an area near 

the junction of Charrette Creek and the Missouri River, where he 

built of logs, the early federal style house. A French Village 

called La Charrette was located in this area as recorded by Lewis 

and Clark in 1803. Lewis and Clark describe this settlement as 

"...consist(ing) of seven small houses, and as many poor families, 

who have fixed themselves here for the convenience of tradee They 

form the last establishment of whites on the Missouri." (Elliott 

Coues, History of the Expedition under the Command of Lewis and 
Clark. 1(193, Vol. I, pp. B-9. ) —————————.
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finish includes mouldings and flush wood sheathing. This addition

also dates from ca. nid-to-late nineteenth century.

The house, which is on the flood plain of the Missouri River has

suffered flood darcage throughout its history. The bottom 2 to li

feet of the log walls bulge outward, as a result of deterioration

caused by repeated inundation. Settling has caused the ell to

separate from the rain block.
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In the History of St. Charles, Montgomery and Vfarren Counties, 

Missouri lUiig, it is stated that the area settled by Callaway was 

originally settled by French trappers, a few of whom were there 

"as late as 1310." This volume also relates that "about the year' 

1812" some of these Frenchnen who had acquired from the Spanish 

Government some land "now located partly in St. Charles and Warren 

counties...", sold their holdings and left the county. (History of 

St. Charles, :-bntgonery and Warren Counties, Missouri 1885, P. 957.) 

At this time it may be presumed that Callaway purchased one of these 

French holdings, since the land on which the Flanders Callaway house 

now stands is within Spanish Survey land Grant Ho. 7l(8.

The Flanders Callaway house served as a center in the growing 

community. The first church services in the area were held in the 

Callaway horse. The church society meeting there was known as the 

Friendship Church and was Baptist affiliated. (History of St. Charles, 

Kontgomery and Warren Counties, Missouri, 1885, p. 960."} ' ~

As a means of defense during the War of 1812, the Flanders Callaway 

house was either fortified, or a separate fort was constructed near 

the house. Louis Houck states in his A History of Missouri that 

"Callaway's fort" was among the fortifications used by the local 

citizenry during the war. Houck locates the fort "... a short 

distance from the present town of I-arthasville, and not far from 

the old town of Charette." (Louis Houck, A History of Missouri, 

1908, Vol. Ill, p. 137.) The existence of a fort at the site is 

further substantiated by A.C. Boone, grandson of Daniel Boone, who 

relates that "He (Daniel Boone) had given up his fort at La Charette 

(which he built for the protection of everybody during Indian 

hostilities) to Ifr. Flanders Galloway (sic)...". (Missouri Historical 

Review, Vol. 30, January 1936, p. 213.)

Daniel Boone and his wife Rebecca often visited with the Callaways, 

although at this time they lived with their son Mathan in his frontier, 

Georgian style, stone house about 12 miles northeast of the Callaway 

home. Daniel Boone died on September 26, 1820 at his son Nathan's 

home when 86 years of age. His funeral was held in the barn of the 

Flanders Callaway homestead because the Callaway house was too small 

to accommodate the large attendance. Boone was buried next to his 

wife in the "Bryan Cemetery" atop a small hill about one mile north 

east of the Callaway house. Flanders Callaway died at his hop-s in 

1821;j his wife died some tire later.
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